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The current widespread concern over environmental quality coupled with recently enacted rules and laws intended to protect
environmental quality have resulted in the need for effective erosion control measures on highway construction projects.
The California Division of Highways currently uses seeding with rye and/or barley applied with either straw or sometimes wood fiber
mulch as its principal method of erosion control. This type of treatment is based on the concept that long-range erosion control can
best be accomplished with vegetation. However, on most construction projects, some time elapses between the time of construction
of a slope and the time of erosion treatment. On all projects there is a period of time between seeding and the development of a
vegetative cover which can resist erosion. The erosion which occurs during these time lapses is unacceptable under current
regulations.
A number of commercially available "spray-on" products are represented as being capable of controlling erosion for the time
between slope construction and establishment of a satisfactory vegetative cover. This report summarizes a test of the effectiveness
of some of these products and includes data on their costs.
The area selected for the test is on a realignment of Road 05-Mon-101 between San Ardo and San Lucas (Contract No. 05
-025214). The average annual rainfall for this area is approximately 10 1/2 inches per year, nearly all of which occurs between
October and May.
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